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Labour Force Survey
Employment rate for the population aged 20 to 64

In the EU28 down to 68.3% in 2013
Opposite trend for those aged 55 to 64

The employment rate® of the population aged 20 to 64 in the EU28 showed a clear pattern during the last decade: it
rose steadily from 66.7% in 2002 to 70.3% in 2008, then fell with the financial crisis to 68.9%, and has since
continuously decreased to 68.3% in 2013. The Europe 2020 strategy? target is to have an employment rate of at
least 75% in the EU28 by 2020.

For the age group 55 to 64 in the EU28, the pattern is quite different: the employment rate has grown steadily from
38.1% in 2002 to reach 50.1% in 2013.

Employment rate of persons aged 20 to 64 and of persons aged 55 to 64 in the EU28, %
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This information comes from an article® issued by Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union, based
on the 2013 results of the European Labour Force Survey’. This survey collects data on employment and
unemployment, as well as on a large range of other variables related to the labour market, of which only a small
selection is shown in this News Release.

Germany and Malta: the only Member States with a nearly steady growth in the employment rate
from 2002 to 2013

Among the Member States, the evolution of the employment rate for the age group 20 to 64 between 2002 and
2013 showed different patterns. Five broad groups could be distinguished: twelve Member States (Bulgaria,
Denmark, Ireland, Greece, Spain, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland)
showed the same evolution as the EU28 average, meaning an increase until around 2008 and then a decrease. In
nine (the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Romania, Sweden, the United
Kingdom), the employment rate rose until around 2008, then fell, but then recovered or partially recovered. In four
Member States (Belgium, Luxembourg, Austria and Poland), the employment rate rose until around 2008 and
then remained almost stable. In Portugal, there has been an almost continuous fall since the beginning of the
period, while Germany and Malta showed a nearly continuous growth over the whole period.

The divergence of the employment rates across Member States has increased after the financial crisis, with a
difference between the highest and the lowest employment rates of 19.4 percentage points in 2010 and of 26.6 pp
in 2013.


http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Labour_market_and_Labour_force_survey_(LFS)_statistics�

Employment rates for the age group 20 to 64 by Member State, 2013, %

W 2013 = Europe 2020 target

Highest employment rates for those aged 20 to 64 in Sweden, Germany and the Netherlands

In 2013, the highest employment rates for those aged 20 to 64 were observed in Sweden (79.8%), Germany
(77.1%), the Netherlands (76.5%), Denmark (75.6%), Austria (75.5%), the United Kingdom (74.9%), Estonia
and Finland (both 73.3%), and the lowest in Greece (53.2%), Croatia (53.9%), Spain (58.2%) and Italy (59.8%).
In 2013, only Germany and Malta reached their Europe 2020 targets.

Employment rates for the age group 20 to 64 (%)

Europe
2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 2028

target
EU28 66.7 67.1 67.2 67.9 68.9 69.8 70.3 68.9 68.5 68.5 68.4 68.3 75.0
Belgium 64.7 64.5 65.8 66.5 66.5 67.7 68.0 67.1 67.6 67.3 67.2 67.2 73.2
Bulgaria 56.5 58.7 61.2 61.9 65.1 68.4 70.7 68.8 65.4 | 62.9 63.0 63.5 76.0
Czech Rep. 71.7 71.0 70.1 70.7 71.2 72.0 72.4 70.9 70.4 | 70.9 715 72.5 75.0
Denmark 78.3 77.4 78.1 78.0 79.4 79.0 79.7 77.5 75.8 75.7 75.4 75.6 80.0
Germany 68.8 68.4 67.9 69.4 71.1 72.9 74.0 74.2 74.9 76.3 76.7 77.1 77.0
Estonia 69.1 69.4 70.3 | 72.0v 75.8 76.8 77.0 69.9 66.7 70.4 72.1 | 73.3p 76.0
Ireland 70.8 70.4 71.0 72.6 73.4 73.8 72.3 | 66.9% 64.6 63.8 63.7 65.5 69.0
Greece 62.7 63.8 64.4 64.6 65.7 66.0 66.5 65.8 64.0 59.9 55.3 53.2 70.0
Spain 62.8 64.0 65.0 67.2 68.7 69.5 68.3 63.7 62.5 61.6 59.3 58.2 74.0
France 68.6 69.7 69.1 69.4 69.3 69.8 70.4 69.5 69.2 69.2 69.4 | 69.5 75.0
Croatia 57.9 58.4 59.7 60.0 60.6 62.3 62.9 61.7 58.7 57.0 55.4 53.9 59.0
Italy 59.2 60.1 | 61.6b 61.6 62.5 62.8 63.0 61.7 61.1 61.2 61.0 59.8 67.0
Cyprus 75.1 75.4 75.7 74.4 75.8 76.8 76.5 | 75.3v 75.0 73.4 70.2 67.1 75.0
Latvia 67.2 68.7 69.3 70.3 73.5 75.2 75.8 67.1 65.0 | 66.3v 68.1 69.7 73.0
Lithuania 68.0 70.7 69.2 70.6 716 | 72.7» 72.0 67.0 64.3 66.9 68.5 69.9 72.8
Luxembourg 68.4 67.2 67.7 69.0 69.1 69.6 68.8 70.4 70.7 70.1 71.4 71.1 73.0
Hungary 61.4 62.4 62.0 62.2 62.6 62.6 61.9 60.5 60.4 60.7 62.1 63.2 75.0
Malta 58.2 57.8 57.3 57.9 57.6 58.5 59.2 58.8 60.1 61.5 63.1 64.9 62.9
Netherlands 75.8 75.3 74.9 75.1 76.3 77.8 78.9 78.8 | 76.8b 77.0 77.2 76.5 80.0
Austria 70.9 71.3 | 69.6v 71.7 73.2 74.4 75.1 74.7 74.9 75.2 75.6 | 75.5 77.0
Poland 57.7 57.3 57.0 58.3 60.1 62.7 65.0 64.9 | 64.3 64.5 64.7 64.9 71.0
Portugal 74.1 73.1 72.7 72.3 72.7 72.6 73.1 71.2 70.5 | 69.1, 66.5 65.6 75.0
Romania 64.3b 64.8 64.7 63.6 64.8 64.4 64.4 63.5 63.3 62.8 63.8 63.9 70.0
Slovenia 70.0 68.1 71.0 71.1 71.5 72.4 73.0 71.9 70.3 68.4 68.3 67.2 75.0
Slovakia 63.2 65.0 63.5 64.5 66.0 67.2 68.8 66.4 64.6 | 65.00 65.1 65.0 72.0
Finland 73.2 72.9 72.5 73.0 73.9 74.8 75.8 73.5 73.0 73.8 74.0 73.3 78.0
Sweden 78.8 78.5 77.8 | 78.1s 78.8 80.1 80.4 78.3 78.1 79.4 79.4 79.8 80.0
United Kingdom 74.3 74.7 74.9 75.2 75.2 75.2 75.2 73.9 73.6 73.6 74.2 74.9 -
Iceland 87.8 86.0 84.9 85.5 86.3 86.7 85.3 80.6 80.4 80.6 81.8 82.8 -
Norway 80.3 78.6 78.4 78.2 79.5 80.9 81.8 80.6 79.6 79.6 79.9 79.6 -
Switzerland 81.2 80.2 80.0 79.9 80.5 81.3 82.3 81.7 | 81.1b 81.8 82.0 82.1 -
Former Yug. Rep. 439 | 450 | 463 | 479 | 481 484 482  50.3 -
Turkey : : : ©| 48.2 | 482 | 484 | 478 | 500 | 522 | 528 | 534 -

b Break in the series (for further information, see: EU LFS — data and publication — comparability over time and across countries®)
Data not available - No national target or not applicable



http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/EU_labour_force_survey_%E2%80%93_data_and_publication�

Continuous increase in employment rate for those aged 55 to 64 in twelve Member States

For the age group 55 to 64, the evolution of the employment rate from 2002 and 2013 also differed at a Member
State level. Four broad groups could be distinguished: twelve Member States (Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany,
France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden) showed the
same evolution as the EU28 average, with increases across almost the whole period. In eleven (the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Romania, Slovenia and the United
Kingdom), the employment rate rose until around 2008, then fell, but then recovered or partially recovered. In four
Member States (Greece, Spain, Croatia and Cyprus) an increase in their employment rate until around 2008 was
followed by a continuous fall. In Portugal, there has been an almost continuous fall in the rate since 2002.

Sweden: only Member State with an employment rate above 70% for those aged 55 to 64

In 2013, the highest employment rate by far for those aged 55 to 64 was observed in Sweden (73.6%), followed by
Germany (63.5%), Estonia (62.6%), Denmark (61.7%) and the Netherlands (60.1%). The lowest rates for this
age group were registered in Slovenia (33.5%), Greece (35.6%), Malta (35.9%), Croatia (36.5%) and Hungary
(38.5%).

Employment rates for the age group 55 to 64 (%)

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
EU28 381 | 39.8| 404 | 422 | 434 | 445| 455 | 459 | 463 | 47.3 | 488 | 50.1
Belgium 258 | 281 | 30.1| 31.8| 320 | 344 | 345| 353 | 373 | 387 395 417
Bulgaria 277 | 307 | 333| 347| 396 | 426| 460 | 461 | 435 | 446, | 457 | 474
Czech Republic | 403 | 423 | 425 | 445| 452| 460 | 476 | 468 | 465 47.7,| 493 | 516
Denmark 573 | 607 | 618| 595| 60.7| 589 | 584 | 582 584 | 595 60.8 | 617
Germany 384 | 394 | 414| 455| 481 | 513 | 537 | 561 57.7| 599 | 615 | 635
Estonia 513 | 528 | 515| 56.1,| 585 | 600 624 604 538 57.2| 606 | 626
Ireland 480 | 492 | 495| 516 531 | 538 537 | 513, | 502 | 500 | 493 | 513
Greece 389 | 410 | 394 | 416 | 423 | 424 | 428 | 422 | 423 | 394 | 364 | 356
Spain 30.7 | 408 | 410 | 431 | 441 | 446 | 456 | 441 | 436 | 445 | 439 | 434
France 338 | 363| 374 | 385| 381 | 382| 382 | 390| 398 | 415| 445 | 456
Croatia 227 | 280| 299 | 326| 343 | 358 | 367 | 385, 376 | 371 367 | 365
ltaly 286 | 300 | 302, 314 | 325| 338 | 344 | 357 366 379 404 | 427
Cyprus 492 | 502 | 513 | 506 | 536 | 559 | 548 | 557, 56.3 | 548 | 50.7 | 496
Latvia 426 | 418| 459 | 495 533 | 577 | 594 | 532 | 482 | 505 | 528 | 548
Lithuania 430 | 470| 461 | 492 | 496 | 532, 530 | 512 | 483 | 502 | 517 | 534
Luxembourg 279 | 303| 304 | 317| 332 | 320| 341 | 382 396 | 393 410 405
Hungary 250 | 289 | 304 | 330| 336 | 331 | 314 | 328 344 | 358 369 | 385
Malta 302 | 322| 312| 308| 298| 285| 293 | 278 304 | 318 336 | 359
Netherlands 420 | 445| 446 | 461 | 477 | 509 | 530 | 551 537 | 56.1 | 586 | 60.1
Austria 280 | 291 | 274, | 31.8| 355 | 386 | 410 | 411 | 424 | 415| 431 | 449
Poland 266 | 271 | 261 | 272| 281| 297 | 316 | 323 341, 369 | 387 406
Portugal 51.9| 517| 501 | 505| 50.1 | 509 | 50.8 | 49.7 | 492 | 47.9, | 465 | 467
Romania 385, | 39.4 | 37.0 | 394 417 | 414 | 431 | 426 411 | 400 | 414 | 415
Slovenia 259 | 227| 301| 307| 326 | 335| 328| 356, 350 | 312 329 | 335
Slovakia 221 | 246 | 260 | 303| 331 | 356 | 392 | 395, 405 | 413, 431 | 440
Finland 478 | 496 | 511 | 527 | 545| 550 565 | 555 562 | 57.0 | 582 | 585
Sweden 68.3 | 686 | 690 69.4,| 69.6| 700| 701 | 700 704, 720 | 730 | 736
United Kingdom | 532 | 554 | 561 | 568 | 573| 574 | 580| 575 | 57.1| 567 | 581 | 59.8
Iceland 87.1| 824 | 789 | 843| 843 | 847 | 829 | 802 | 798| 792 791 811
Norway 67.0 | 663 | 66.1| 655| 67.4| 690 692 | 687 686 696 709 | 711
Switzerland 646 | 658| 652 | 651 | 657 | 672 684 | 683 680, | 695, 705 | 717
g?;;gi;gggi'a'?ep' 279 | 288 | 317 | 346 | 342 | 354 | 354 | 379
Turkey : : : | 277| 272| 275| 282 | 296 | 314 | 319 315

b Break in the series (for further information, see: EU LFS — data and publication — comparability over time and across countries®)
Data not available



http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/EU_labour_force_survey_%E2%80%93_data_and_publication�

. The employment rate represents employed persons as a percentage of the population in the same age group. The
employment status is measured according to the definition of the International Labour Organisation. It should be noted that
the employment situation of individuals depends on the availability of jobs as well as the decision/willingness to work among
the population.

For more information on the Europe 2020 strategy: http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm.
See also the dedicated section on the Eurostat website:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/europe 2020 _indicators/headline_indicators

Eurostat, Statistics Explained "European Union Labour force survey - Annual results 2013".
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics _explained/index.php/Labour_market and Labour force survey (LFS) statistics

. The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a large sample survey among private households. LFS data refer to the resident
population and therefore LFS results relate to the persons resident in the country irrespective of the country where those
persons work. This difference may be significant in countries with large cross-border flows. For further information, please
see the Eurostat EU-LFS publication:

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product details/publication?p product code=KS-TC-13-003

Eurostat, Statistics Explained "European Union Labour force survey — data and publication”.
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics _explained/index.php/EU_labour_force survey %E2%80%93 data _and publication
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Eurostat news releases on the internet: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
Follow Eurostat on Twitter: http://twitter.com/EU_Eurostat
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