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LET ME TELL YOU A STORY…
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JESÚS ZURITA
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 The economic recession and how the art market

suffers from it

 New ways of connecting between artists and the

art market, institutions, curators…

 The 21st Century artist: supporting the structures

of the art system with his/her work and economy

 How will all this affect our sector?

The precariousness of the artists’ work…
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OUR SURVEY ON THE ECONOMIC SITUATION 

OF THE ARTISTS IN SPAIN



WHAT DO SPANISH ARTISTS LIVE ON?

Marta Pérez Ibáñez

ONE RESEARCH PROJECT

TWO RESEARCHERS

Marta Pérez Ibáñez Isidro López-Aparicio

TWO UNIVERSITIES

ONE AIM:

A deep insight into the economic and professional activity 

of artists in Spain
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 The first survey on the artists’ 

economic situation in over ten 

years

 1,100 artists participated in the

survey: the most important primary

source of information

 It involved all the sector: professional associations, institutions, curators, 

influencers, scholars, the art market…

 The results will be published soon: great expectation so far
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LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF THE RESULTS
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GENDER
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AGE, IN GENERAL



WHAT DO SPANISH ARTISTS LIVE ON?

Marta Pérez Ibáñez

GENDER + AGE RELATIONSHIP
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NUMBER OF YEARS DEDICATED 

TO ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES
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NUMBER OF YEARS CONTRIBUTING TO THE SOCIAL 

SECURITY SYSTEM AS AN ARTIST
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PROFESSIONAL TAX STATUS
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DEDICATION AND INCOM 

FROM ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES
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APROXIMATE INCOM LEVEL 

(ALL ACTIVITIES INCLUDED)
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APROXIMATE INCOM FROM ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES
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DEDICATION TO ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES,

BEFORE 2008
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DEDICATION TO ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES,

TODAY
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SOURCE OF INCOM FROM

ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES
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STEADY RELATIONSHIP WITH ART GALLERIES
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RELATIONSHIP WITH GALLERIES 

UNDER CONTRACT



WHAT DO SPANISH ARTISTS LIVE ON?

Marta Pérez Ibáñez

ONLINE COMMUNICATION, 

NEW ACTIVITIES



WHAT DO SPANISH ARTISTS LIVE ON?

Marta Pérez Ibáñez

CURRENT RELATIONSHIP WITH ART GALLERIES,

COMPARED TO “BEFORE 2008”
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AND HERE IS THE PARADOX…
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¿HOW DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR CURRENT 

SITUATION, IN RELATION WITH THE ART 

MARKET?
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EPILOGUE
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“My best selling results are comming from

activities appart from art galleries. I keep control

of all my communication channels and on the

effectiveness of my strategies. I keep control on

the rithm and the intensity I want to reach.

¿Shouldn’t we think that something is changing in

the art market?”

José Luis López Moral

Photographer
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Marta Perez Ibañez

@arteblanco

mperezi@nebrija.es

THANK YOU
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EPILOGUE


